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FOREWCORD

This book on Columbia County is one of an original series being dewoted to
the history and present nature of agriculture in each of the thirty-nine counties
of the State of Washington, This project was initiated in 1956 through funds made
available by Sverre N, Omdahl, Director, Washington State Departme t of Agricule .
ture, 194856, State funds were matched by moneys from the United States Departe
ment of Agriculture under the Research and Marketing Act of 19L6.

County agricultural data books are intended to serve a variety of needs,
Continually changing conditions in a dynamic state such as Washington require
eonstant planning by groups and individuals both in private enterprise and public
service, Comprehensive knowledge of land resources, population and agriculturale
economic trends in a local area such as Columbia County is of great value, This
book will be useful for reference in public and private instruction by vocational
agriculture and social studies teachers in Columbia County schools., It has been
devised also to inform adulte interested in kmowing more about their immediate
area, as well as persons and enterprises concerned with agricultural production
and marketing or prospective settlement and investmenmt in the county,

Carefully selected geographic facts, agricultural history, population trends
and statistical data are included to give an over-all appreciation of Columbia
County, The epumerations of the United States Censuses of Population and Agrie
culture since 1880 and recent estimates of the Washington State Census Board are
summarized to give a perspective of development since the establishment of Colume
bia County in 1875, Facts on topography, soil, climate and forests which ins
fluence farming are integrated from surveys and reports of government agencies,
Estimates of leading orops by years since 1939 by the Washington Crop and Livee
stock Reporting Service provide a measure of the trend in the agriculture of the
county farm industry,

Acknowledgment is accorded the professichal work of several persons. Immed-
late direction was under Emery C, Wilcox, Agricultural Statistician in Charge,
Estimates Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, United States Department of
Agriculture, Supervision, research and cartographic illustration was performed
by Dr. Woodrow R, Clevinger, Market Analyst, Washington State Department of
Agriculture, ILloyd J. Mercer, graduate student in Agricultural Economics, Wash~
ington State University and resident of Addy, Stevens County, wrote the sections
on pattern of agriculture, crops, livestock and marketing and collected much
original informations Mr, Riokerd Perry, of the Washington State Department of
Agriculture, and Leonard W, Orvold, D, W, Barrosman, Agricultural Statisticians,
Agricultural Marketing Service, United States Department of Agriculture, gave
valuable assistance, The clerical staff of the Washington Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service prepared tabular material for the book,

Jd. D, Dwyer, Director
Washington State Department of Agriculiure

Olympia, Washington
October 1, 1959

Funds for this bulletin provided by the Washington State Department
of Adrioulturs were matched by the United States Departmont of Agrioulture
under the Research end Marketing Aok of 1946,
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PART I
History of Colunbia County Agriculture
In_broduction

‘Columbia County includes the Tucannon River 'and upper Touchet River
valleys ‘of the Blue Mountains reglon of southeastern Washington, : It is in the
lower drainage basin of the Snake River, With an area of 860 square miles
" (approximately 550,L00 acres), Columbia 1s thirty~-first in size among the
thirty-nine Washington countiea. ‘ :

In employment and general economy, Golmnbia is predominautly an agriculn
‘tural county, It is primarily a commercial crop farming region specializing
in wheat and green field peas with a livestock industry secondary. Columbia
County usually ranks among the top ten wheat and barley producing .counties in
the state. It ranks second in the state in pea production and is third in the
United States, In livesteck production it ranked twenty~fifth.in-195h in value
of Bales among Washington counties.

. Wheat, barley and peas along with an expanding beef cattle mdustry Place.
Columbia County eighteenth among Washington counties in value of agricultural
products marketed, The Census of Agriculture in 1954 reported that Columbia
County famms produced and sold over $9,390,000 worth of cropa and livestock
during that year, Wheat sales alone accounted for over $6,000,000, Columbia
County farms are generally large, well managed, higheincome commerciasl units,
* Productivity per farm is exceptionally high as 1s shown by the fact-thal al=

" though farm sales are the eighteenth highest in the state, the rural farm
population of 1,520 is only thirty=-third among Washington countiess . .

Hiato_x:z _/

. Columbia County, named for the great Miver of the Westl, was:created by
Aot of the Washington Territorial Legislature, November 11, 18?5- It was or=
_ ganized from the eastern part. of Walla Walla County., Dayton, the trade center

' of a pioneer wheat farming region, was established as the coun‘by seat by

my

pupnlar election, , poe .
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B BT o ,Cglum‘dﬁﬁaﬁégnty,-Washing‘bon

Columbis Gounty was settled relatively late in Washington history,. Joint
claims to the region by the Unitdd ‘States and Creat Britain prior to 1846 and -
the Indian hostility up vntil 3360 discouraged permaneny setilament of the
interlor grasslends of eastern Washington, As a tesulb, the rzrgelands of
Columbia County were frequented only occasionally by moclmq" priur to 1860,
Indian bands of the Nez Perces Palouse, Walla Walla, Cay:se.and Snake tribes
roved the area, migrating widely on horseback, grazing Livestock ., hunt 1ing and
- ‘fisking, ‘Springs and ponds ajcng: the Toucbet, Tucannon, Patit and bnake Rivers
provided camping s:Ltes. Horses were one o 't.he:Lr main trade 1’tems.

Tnd:nan hostili’t.y began in «the Walla Walla Valley Aith the Wh..tman Massacre
in 18 7. The following year a regiment :of Oregon Tiflemen unds:ri Coignel Core ©
nelins Gillism skirmished Witk a band of Palouse Indians near the present site
ok Day‘oon ‘andafter diepersing the Indians returned “to” Oregﬁno The nexh few
yearu saw several major campaivns fough'b in eastern Washmg Sofy “By 1870 the
~Nez’ Perce, last of the hostile Ifidian - nations, had accepted peace. 'Mogt of the
* Thditns: 'agreed to move onto the ‘Yakﬂma, Colville, Spokane and Umati lla Reser=~ °

#ivdtions and. the way' was: then ‘open’ for stockmen and agr:.cultural se"otlers to
“move intb the ‘grasslands of southeastérn Wa.sh:.ngton, o 1,- g

7 Agrj cultural settlement of the Golumb:.a County started in 1859. Among the
:t‘irs varrivals- were two brothers, Henry and Jesse Day,’ who brough'b a herd of
“eattle fiom Oregon in 1659 and’ settled on'the Touchet River at the present site
“oF: anto:n. ‘The city of ‘Daytenf was ‘Tounded by Jesse Day in 1871,  Other. rancheﬁa
riginating in ‘Oregon’ arrived In 1859 dnd 2860,  Séttlemorit ‘sontinied ‘throughout
i+:%He 1860"s with mosh of the valley: land along ‘the streams beihz seitled and ¥
eultivated by 186l, ' Very: few of these early settlers-bainé with & view of estah;-
ldssh ng’ permanent homes:in thz Blde’ Mountains area. - Moet of them were. i‘ootloo&e
stockmen looking’ for *rangelams, rtheir aim being to graze: car.tle for a few yeara
and then’ torretura east with thelprofits of ' their venture, _ ,

About 186l it was discovered that the Palouse Hills soil was ‘as fertile
and valuable for grain growing as was the bottam lands along the streams, This’
7 Bafecovery was. followed by an in 1mj¢,m.,'zon ‘of settlers %o grow wheat, A shteady

5 =iflow of: Peoplé arrived in dls: Late 1860 e and the early 18707, Not only was
w2 the acreage ‘¢f grain increasud but the first orchiivds were planteda ‘Pagause
.of the: almost non~existant transportation facilities; thers Wwas no: outlet for
grain, However, the county's livestock industry was such tha%, despite:the
transportation handieap, the area prospered, A number cf wagen roads were

y This historical summary has.been ‘derived;from four sources:

(1) Washington, A Guide to the Evergreen State (American Guide Series),
" Writers, Program, Works Prograss fAdmlmstration. . Publlehed by the

Washington Historical- Socied Lya ‘

{2) Richard M, Perry,.The Counties: of Washing*bon, 5ta'l:.e of Washington,’
» Sacretary of Stater:  Oiympia, Washington (Mimeographed 1943),

(3) An Illustrated History of- Southeastern Washington Ingluding Walla

- Walla, Columbiay Barfield.and: Asotin Counties, Stat«e of Washington,
. Western Historical Publishing Company, 190h, ... "

(L) The Western Canner:-and -Packer, October 1951; ppe 1&»15'. Historical

notes on Green Giant Company's canning operations at Day‘hon,

Waitsburg and Pomeroy.
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builb, starting in 1862 with the Walla Walla to Leéwiston road. While dome of
the county's wheat ‘did move over these roads or by water transport or the Shake
River, it was not until the coming of the rallroad that wheat production
reached its potential,

The first railroad line came tb'Columbia Gounty in 1861, the Oregon Raile
road and Navigation Company railway reaching Dayton in July of that year,
Following this the open~range period began to end with the arrival of large
numbers of homesteaders and land buyers interested in growlng wheat. Columbia
County's hills rapldly became dotted with grain fields, A second railread line
reachsd Dayton in November, 1889, By 1890 over 1,500,000 bushels of wheat and.

Py V.8

DUU,UUU bushels of other grains Were Delng procucea annuaily,

The greatest influx of immigration into the Tucannon and Touchet Valleys
was over by 1890o In that year 6,709 people resided in the county, By 1910
this total had grown to 7,042 with the peak population in the county reached
about 1900, Dryland wheat agriculture using summer~fallow followed by winter
wheat became a highly successful type of farming, However, once the arable
land of the county had been settled, the number of farms and farm populatlon
uegan to decrease as individual farms became ;arger. The peak number of farms
was reached about 1900, when 706 farms were reported in the county. Through
consolidation this number had declined to 622 by 1920 and 354 by 195k,

(34

pression years of uhe 1930'9 and poor marke+ outlets after 1929, less wheat was
produced and prices decreased by over one=half between 1929 and 1931.

The sharp decrease in farm income from cash grain sales caused great
changes in the counbty's agriculture and general population. Considerable drye
land acreage was abandoned and some farm people moved to urban industrial

z4s S Lot Oalumbd o
areas, Partly as a resull of decreased opportunities in farming, Columbia

County's population dropped from about 7,100 inm 1900 to 5,500 in 1940, Many
smaller wheat farms were abandsned, sold or through increased mechanization,
were consolidated with other farms to form larger unlts. This also created

L +1n 214 b d s
labor surpluses and many farm workers weni into other fislds of employment in

other parts of the Pacific Northwest.

Beginning in the early 1930's Columbia County agriculture became more

<
S
diversified with the developmen® of commercial vegetable farming, chiefly for

processing, In 1929, F, C, Sloan of Walla Walla County began growing green
pees for canning with high success in that county, This crop moved to Columbia

County soon afterward and in 1934 the Blus Mountain Canneries located a pea
cannery at Dayton, Rv 195k, about 15,000 acres of green peas were beine growm

AL G LAy LWikis o SRR LA vV SuaTe 5 PR VWA Tk by

for processing. The region became one of the leading American cannery pea pro=-
duders, Asparagus became another major vegetable crop in Columbia County. By
1954, Columbia County growers were producing processing vegetable crops worth
over $1.200 000, making their sales the fourth highesat in the state. The

£ Rt 5 oA pEA=JT v = MY S VYRS VIS fanstv e Y wmen - Ve Vo

county became the nation's third ranking county in green pea production, behind
Umatilla: County, Oregon and Walla Walla County.

Columbia County now has a well developed farm economy based mainly on

wheat, commercial vegetablea for processing and bheef cattle. Agricultural



. Columbia County, Washington .. . . ..

,:‘:_

”table eroiring vag furplened: by thié State, Cﬁllege of Wasmngton Experimanb
Stations: the Dryland Experiment Station at Lind-and tHe- Irrigation’ Experiment
Station at Proaser. Assistanoa in plant industry and animal husbandry aJ.so was

) J‘Sﬂrv..j‘.ce. ' '-'.1 RN ’ oo e : ."-;.:7‘,‘_ ‘A ‘( o -
’ Private agenoies which have aihﬁlueneed expansion or im‘provement. of farm

. “ o domodiby ‘groups within the Goun‘ty' incl“ude a mumbér- of local and state assocs .
v sidntions,: - Among these -are‘the ‘fieldmen of the major ‘eanning- co:npanies, the .

Washington Crop: Improvement Associntion; -the Washington Cattlemen's Assooiation

) and the Washington Pea Growera Aasociation,
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